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The events in this book are listed chronologically, not by subject matter. It is hoped
that the accurate and detailed index can help those seeking specific information. All
sources of information are listed at the end of each article, but since this is not intended to
be a scientific dissertation, specific footnote numbers have not been used. Readers may be
intrigued by the variation in size of print. The major “Event” article is in 12-point,
subsequent “Background Information”, including the biographies isin 11-point. Those who
wish to read the source material, and presumably have excellent vision, will find this listed
in space saving 10-point type size. The index, to further save space, is in 9-point type.

All biblical references used are from the New International Version, 1978. In most
instances this appeared to accurately reflect the meaning of the text which was used for
German sermons. There was one notable exception, used at the dedication of the Lugovsk
church, where the German translations suit the theme of the sermon, but the English
versions do not.

There is some repetition because an attempt has been made to make each story and
each biography a complete unit. The specific event may therefore mention an occurrence
which will also be included in the biography of the people concerned. It will also be noted
that very seldom is there more than one article on the page; this is to help those who may
wish to duplicate certain articles or biographies without including extraneous material.

The computer is a wonderful, but sometimes most exasperating instrument. It scans
some things wonderfully well, but other things suffer. As a whole the photographs have
turned out reasonably well, although there is some loss of quality both in the scanning, and
then the printing. With a number of pictures, for example that of Aron Sawatzky and
Walter Jack, the originals are already very poor. In reviewing the pages at this point I
would much prefer to have used two columns per page, but am not smart enough, certainly
not knowledgeable enough in Word Perfect Eight to convert without jeopardizing the whole
manuscript.

I would like to thank those who have freely given of their time and effort to make
this book possible. Dr. Abe Dueck, Director, and Alfred Redekop, Archivist, at the Centre
for Mennonite Brethren Studies in Winnipeg, have with enthusiasm answered innumerable
telephone calls and looked up many references. Ken Reddig, Archivist, and Lawrence
Klippenstein, now retired, but still active, have been helpful at the Heritage Centre in
Winnipeg. Even retired friends such as Dr. Harry Loewen and Dr. Victor Doerksen,
although banished to British Columbia, have patiently made suggestions for improvements.
It must be said, however, that this was not a book written by a committee. Opinions
expressed are those of the author, not necessarily in agreement with expert advice.

It is hoped that Events and People: Events in Russian Mennonite History and the
People that Made Them Happen will help some people to better understand their heritage,
and that it will give this understanding human faces.

Helmut T. Huebert
Winnipeg, Canada
October 31, 1999
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PREFACE

Events and People is meant to portray history, but with a twist. Many history books
present the story of mankind as broad sweeping developments or trends, which the people
involved likely never recognized themselves. I would contend that more people would
recognize the story more precisely if it were tagged to specific events and people.
Mennonite history, because Mennonites are a religious group, of course almost by
definition, involves theological issues and struggles at its core. Not being a professional
historian, but all my life having been a human being, I often wondered what the actual day
to day life of the ordinary people was really like. My feeling is that often they were
concerned less with what happened at important meetings of church leaders and theologians
and more with the Czars that visited their colonies, the floods that destroyed their houses,
and the epidemics that killed their children.

We do actually have valuable precedent in presenting history and great truths by this
method in the Bible. The reign of King David is vivid in our minds because of his dramatic
encounter with Goliath and the accounts of his personal story. Elijah is remembered as a
great prophet in part because of his confrontation with the priests of Baal on Mount Carmel,
and the other personal aspects of his life which are recounted. Even the message of Jesus
Christ is most often rendered through detailing of events and personal encounters.

My specific interest in “events” was piqued by reading the account of the dedication
of the Mennonite Brethren church building in Lugovsk, Neu Samara Colony, an event
which occurred in 1901. First of all the scale: there were three thousand [3,000] guests.
That is a lot of people, in a little out of the way Mennonite colony somewhere on the broad
steppes of Russia! The visiting choir from the Ufa Colony concluded the celebrations by
singing the Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah by Handel. How would the Hallelujah Chorus
have reached these same broad steppes of Russia? Specific interests such as these underlie
many of the events in which Mennonites in Russia were involved. Added to this is my
historical theory that trends do not just occur out of the blue: people make things happen.
So a logical extension to studying specific events is to look into the lives of the people who
made them happen. I have therefore included many mini-biographies as part of the
historical survey.

In this review of events there are obvious limitations. No attempt has been made
to fashion a comprehensive history book. To be included there had to be a reasonably well
defined “event.” It needed to be documented with fairly precise detail. Because of this
limitation more events have been included during times when newspaper reporting was
available.  Friedensstimme, Zionsbote, and Mennonitische Rundschau have been
particularly helpful. Even so there are peculiar gaps in the stories. In the report of the
Saengerfest held in 1894, a report written by a musician, the texts of the interspersed
sermons are listed, but not one word about which songs were sung! While to my mind this
is regrettable, it is still an intriguing historical comment on values as thought of at that time.
The Bible Conference held in Halbstadt in 1909 was well advertised, but there was no
official report of proceedings in Friedensstimme, even though the planners of the event
had ready access to the publication, one being a part owner of the publishing house, another
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